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The Zoological Garden Newsletter 

 

Improving animal welfare in the Zoological Garden 

On 6.6.16  an operation was carried out by the Zoology Department to improve our animal 

welfare and our visitors' experience. Department members volunteered to help and various 

laboratories "adopted" a specific cage or an area of the garden.  
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As part of the operation a variety of works was carried out in the animal cages: an 

additional shelter was built in the porcupines' cage, wooden logs were introduced into 

cages as enrichment items, the vegetation in the cages was cleaned, various cages in the 

reptile and rodent yard were cleaned, and more. Additionally, work was carried out to 

improve the garden's appearance: part of the vegetation throughout the garden was thinned 

out or removed, camphor weeds (an invasive plant species) were uprooted, several cages 

were painted and their concrete fronts decorated, etc.  

We would like to all thank those who worked so hard on that very hot day, under the 

burning sun and in dark cages. Thanks to your efforts, both our animals and our 

visitors now feel much better in the garden.   

 

An adopted vulture chick  

In the previous edition of Gardens News we 

announced that the female of our old 

griffon vulture pair had laid an egg at the 

end of February. The egg was transferred to 

the national incubation center for Israeli 

birds of prey at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo. 

The female then laid a second egg, which 

was also transferred to the incubation 

center. To replace the fertile egg the pair 

received a dummy egg for incubation. On 

6.5.16 the dummy egg was removed and a 

young vulture chick, four days old, was 

introduced into the nest. It was very 

exciting to watch how the female vulture 

immediately approached the chick and started to tend to it and feed it.  

The story of this vulture chick is part of the saga of the endless and cooperative efforts 

being carried out to strengthen the vulture population in Israel. The chick's parents, 

suffering from rickets, were collected by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority in the year 

2000. The pair were restored to health and in the past few years have been living at the 
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feeding station of Hai-Bar Carmel, operated by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, 

where they serve as a breeding pair and as a means to attract other vultures to the feeding 

station. The egg that was laid in their nest this year was also relocated to the incubation 

center at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo and the chick that hatched from it was then transferred 

to our Garden.  

 

White-eyed gull ï the official bird of Eilat in our Garden!  

In the "Official Bird of Eilat" 

competition that took place in June 

as part of a project carried out by the 

Eilat Bird-Watching Park, the Eilat 

municipality, and the city's 

environmental unit, the white-eyed 

gull (Larus leucophthalmus) won 

the title. This species of gull breeds 

only in the area of the Red Sea and 

the Gulf of Aden, and every year several gulls arrive in Eilat, the only place in Israel that 

this gull can be seen in nature.  

The breeding colony of the white-eyed gull in the Zoological Garden is about 30 years old 

and originated from Tiran Island. Today we have about 30 gulls ï a bit too crowded, so it 

was decided to reduce the population in the cage. The white-eyed gull is a social bird that  
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creates small stable groups and pairs, so we needed to study the social relations in the 

colony before removing individual gulls. In order to understand these social relations, all 

the gulls were ringed using large, conspicuous leg rings, enabling us to identify individual 

gulls from a distance. In the coming breeding season, this July, volunteers, with the help of 

the Garden's staff, will observe the gulls and their social relationships in the colony.  

 

Ringing yellow-legged gulls 

The yellow-legged gull (Larus michahellis) breeds along the shores of Israel. Its largest 

breeding colonies are on Nachlieli Island at Rosh Hanikra, Pigeons Island at Maagan 

Michael, and in our Zoological Garden. Since 2010, Amir Ben Dov has been studying the 

gulls in the Garden, their breeding extent and success. The study employs large and 

conspicuous leg rings that enable the individual identification of each gull from a great 

distance.  
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The chicks that were hatched this year on our lawn were ringed in mid-May and the 

beginning of June. This year saw a peak number of incubations (19) but not a peak number 

of chicks, as survival rates were not particularly high.   

This year, as in previous years, several yellow-legged gulls nested in the Maoz Aviv 

neighborhood in Tel Aviv. One of the males that bred there this year was ringed four years 

ago as a fledgling in the Zoological Garden and today is a father of three! According to 

Amir, we can now, for the first time, start making a sort of family tree.  

 

In the photo: An adult yellow-

legged gull feeding a ringed 

chick. Examining the chicksô 

regurgitated food revealed 

that the adults bring back the 

food from the Mediterranean 

Sea. 

Photo: Amir Ben Dov 

 

 

 

The Zoological Garden has an English website! 

We are happy to 

announce that the 

Zoological Garden 

Hebrew website has 

been translated into 

English and is now 

online.  

You are invited to visit 

the website and refer to 

it other English-speakers 

who are interested in the 

Garden and the many 

fascinating things that take place here.  

 

 

http://zoo.tau.ac.il/eng
http://zoo.tau.ac.il/eng


Gardens Newsletter, May-June 2016 
Daphna Lev, Dr Ron Elazari   

 

  

 

Zoological Garden newsflash  

 This year, for the first time in 

many years, a pair of Squacco 

herons are nesting in the garden. 

It is possible that thinning out 

the egrets' nests, recently carried 

out in the garden, has enabled 

the pair of Squacco herons to 

make their nest here.  

 

 The breeding season is now at its 

peak: cattle egrets, little egrets, 

and glossy ibises are nesting on the trees; juvenile yellow-legged gulls are to be seen 

everywhere; hen chicks are still following their mothers; spur-winged plovers are 

nesting on the main lawn; and the sounds of the storks' clacking beaks can be heard 

throughout the garden.    


